
Nursing Informatics

FOCUS OF INQUIRY

Advances in technology in practice, research, and administration 
have catalyzed the development of nursing informatics theory and 
practical applications. Emerging national nursing informatics 
standards put the onus on nursing education programs and 
educators to include nursing informatics in the curriculum in a 
practical and meaningful way.

The integration of computer technology into nursing education is no 
longer pure trajectory or a luxury. Students are expected to 
graduate, being able to interact with technology in order to function 
in health care systems. Most faculty need to gain a realistic view of 
the current use of computers in health care agencies as well as
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The Canadian Nurses Association launched an intensive 
web-based e-nursing portal initiative in 2006 to begin to 
facilitate nurse educators and practicing nurses to begin 
the process of developing nursing informatics 
competencies, knowledge and culture. Their direction for 
nursing education is to the point: “Educators need to 
develop and implement curricula that incorporate nursing 
informatics competencies in basic and graduate 
education, be active promoters of ICT [interactive 
communication technologies] in nursing, lead by example 
and link their institutions‘ websites to the portal. Partners 
should work closely with the Canadian Association of
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This proposed research study will include an interpretive participatory action 
design to work with faculty to explore cultural reconstruction, and develop a 
prototype of an Internet-based space intended to nurture and cultivate a context 
for nursing informatics culture in nursing education. 

potential future uses of computers in all 
aspects of nursing in order to effectively 
prepare their students for the demands 
of the workplace (Mikan, 1992). 

Schools of Nursing to ensure the integration of ICT competencies 
into core curricula” (Canadian Nurses Association, 2006, p. 81). This 
proposed research will hopefully provide insight and a potential 
modelfor the development of a culture for nursing informatics within nursing education by 
working collaboratively with nursing faculty to explore what is needed to shape this 
culture. 


